Health Organization (WHO), after being informed about the viral disease on 31st December, believes that an animal source is the most likely primary source of the pathogenic disease. [2] [3] [4] [5] In Virus Taxonomy, coronaviruses belong to the subfamily Orthocoronavirinae. These are known to be a family of enveloped non-segmented positive-sense ribonucleic acid (RNA) viruses belonging to the family Coronaviridae and the order Nidovirales. There are four known genera for coronaviruses, namely: alpha-, beta-, gamma-, and delta-coronavirus. All of the four genera are believed to have a zoonotic origin and infect both animals and humans. Whereas the alpha and beta genera originate from bats, the gamma and delta genera are derived from avian and pig gene pools. [6] [7] [8] [9] Given the high occurrence of coronaviruses, the large genetic variety and recurrent recombination of their genomes, and increasing human-animal interface undertakings, new coronaviruses are likely to emerge sporadically in humans owing to periodic spillover events and common cross-species infections. This explains the human infections of novel coronaviruses, such as Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome Coronavirus (SARS-CoV) in 2002, and the Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus (MERS-CoV) in 2012. Once in humans, the virus has the likelihood to spread from human-to-human, mainly causing respiratory diseases. [10] [11] [12] In late December 2019, some local health facilities reported cases of patients with pneumonia of unknown causes that were epidemiologically related to seafood and wet animal wholesale market in Wuhan, Hubei Province, China. 5 The Chinese Center for According to a recent publication by Chan et al, 14 the disease has shown person-to-person or nosocomial transmission features, implying that it can easily pass on from one person-to-another.
One of the authors, Dr. Yuen Kwok-Yung, describes the disease as "asymptomatic walking pneumonia" due to its ability to be transmitted even within the 3 to 14 days incubation period. 15 Another coauthor of a different article, Prof. Cao Bin, suggested that the Wuhan seafood market might not be the only source of the novel coronavirus. His reasoning followed from the fact that 14 of the first 41 hospitalized patients had no contacts with the Wuhan seafood market, signifying that there is the probability of other origins of the virus. 10 Despite this suggestion, the virus is now widely called the "Wuhan virus."
From the onset of the outbreak, 27 patients were originally reported at Wuhan, which was later updated to 41 on 11th January 2020. Seven of the cases were classified as severe, and one person was reported dead on the 11th of January. 16 Authorities believe that the suspension of long-distance bus services, which is the cheapest mode of transport in the country, is likely to slow down the return of millions of migrant workers who have traveled over the lunar New Year celebration. In similar veins, by extending the end of the holidays from Friday to Sunday, the leaders hoped to shrink the number of mass gatherings and limit the spread of the epidemic. On the other hand, many countries including Japan, the United States, Singapore, the United Kingdom, North Korea, Papua New Guinea, Malaysia, Philippines, and Hong Kong have temporarily banned visas to either all Chinese citizens or citizens from the Hubei province in a bid to stem the spread of the virus. 23 Meanwhile, there have been growing concerns that health facilities in Wuhan city were severely overstretched. Specific mentions were made of beds running out, as well as test kits and basic protective equipment. In response to the crisis, the city officials announced the ongoing construction of two designated makeshift infirmaries to deal with the expected upsurge in cases.
Both hospitals, named Huoshenshan and Leishenshan: meaning "Fire God Mountain" and "Thunder God Mountain respectively," are said to be able to accommodate 2500 beds collectively, after their completion on 5th February. 24 An image of the current state of the Huoshenshan Hospital is shown in Figure 2 . 25 
